Red bars represent fractions analysed by SDS-PAGE on a 12 % gel as shown in B.
Whilst three separate elution peaks are observed corresponding to trimer, dimer and monomer the trimer peak also contains small amounts of both dimer and monomer.
S5 Figure S4 . Quantitation of fluorescent labelling of E. coli cells in confocal microscopy.
LSM imaging was done on at least 3 individual ROI (21 µm x 21 µm) per condition, to obtain n = 30 cells in triplicate (three independent experiments). Mean fluorescence intensity was calculated for each cell and normalized to background fluorescence. No significant labelling was observed in conditions 1, 3, 7 and 11 (°, no significant difference compared to the control without OmpF), suggesting OBS1 cannot bind from the outside and OBS2 required OmpF to bind to the cells. Low but significant labelling could be seen in conditions 2, 6, 8, and 9 (*, p < 0.01 compared to the control without
OmpF from a student t test) and moderate labelling could be observed in condition 5 (**, p < 0.001 compared to the control without OmpF from a student t test and p < 0.01 compared to the condition 10 from a student t test) suggesting the N-terminus and especially the Asp within OBS1 sequence prevents it binding tightly from the outside while OBS2 can. High labelling could be observed in conditions 4 and 10 (***, p < 0.001 compared to the control without OmpF from a student t test and p > 0.01 compared to the condition 10 from a student t test), a result of the increase in avidity of tridentate forms of OBS1 and OBS2 for OmpF. 
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